
Nooksack Falls     

 *****      

 Type of falls: Plunge    

 Height of falls: 165 feet    

 Approach: Walk 0.1 mile 

 Falls elevation: 1480 feet    

 Difficulty: Moderate 

 Seasons for viewing: Sp, Su, F, W 

 Map: USGS Bearpaw Mtn. 7.5' 

 

Getting There 

 Leave I-5 at Bellingham exit 255 and drive east on SR 542. At 0.7 mile beyond highway MP 

40, turn right onto Wells Creek Road. Nooksack Falls is found 0.5 mile downhill. Ample parking 

is provided on both sides of the bridge over the North Fork Nooksack River immediately 

upstream of the falls.  

 

The Falls 

 At moderate to high flow levels, twin columns of water make the awesome leap.  Turbulent 

Wells Creek flows into the river at the base of the higher falls, and a portion of its waters turn 

sideways, if not actually upstream, to join the larger fall's plunge pool.  

 A chain-link fence provides safe viewing, but every two to three years a fatality occurs at this 

popular attraction as people insist on getting out on the brink. Directly across Wells Creek Road 

from the north riverbank parking area, a pathway leads to the best views of this thunderous drop. 

There are also boot-driven routes down along the fence, but these require a bit of athleticism. 

Thirty yards back from the bridge (north), easier pathways lead to the same good fenced views. 



 

 

 


